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MESSAGE 


‘The modern understandings of the origins of Society and State formation are dependent on the Western 
theories mostly proposed during the enlightened era in Europe. The modern theories are evolved on the 
basis of imagined societies of the past in the light of empirical analysis of the present. While the imagined 
societies are unreal, the empiricism changes priorities very frequently. So, the understandings based on such 
temporal thought process would lead to diversities, complexities and mutual incompatibilities. The liberal 
thought hasled to individualism’ where every individual will have his/her way in life. Stretching too much of 
this liberalism’ will test the elasticity of social harmony. Intellectual speculations on fundamental issues and 
basic social structures would only destabilize the time tested social institutions in general and marriage 
institution in particular. 
India, which holds the record of unbroken culture since ages unknown, holds the key for the survival 
of civilized communities continuously over the length and breadth of our country, Our civilization through 
‘out has been based on culture, Our culture has emerged from the Vedic thoughtwhich is in turn based on 
Dharma. This is what we refer as Sanathana Dharma. Thus, Dharma, is not only above religion, itis also the é 
basis for the Veda, according to Mahamahopadhyaya, Dr Sivananda Murtyji. The primary Vedic ' 
literatureprofess Dharma, Sutrasdictate Dharma and Epics demonstrate Dharma, 
Our ancient literature vouchsafes that Indian social institutions enjoy solid cultural base reinforced 
by Dharmaunlike modern intellectual propositions.As argued today, the social institutions like marriage, 
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family, community, tribe, society and state should not be understood as_ contractual, which could be broken. 
twill. Safety and security of woman is given top priority inall these social institutions by the ancient Indian 
culture. An individual, man or woman, has to be bound to certain regulations, a code of conduct, for 
establishing harmony in the society. In a social organization an Individual enjoys restricted 
freedom Absolute freedom evokes Jungle law in temporal world, 

‘The original Indian thought is not mind-boggling. It is soul-searching. It explains meaning and 
purpose of life It fixes one goal to all and allows wide choice in religious practices. The soul hasno gender. But 
It takes birth as either male or female. They are united as one’ in marriage. They together pursue one goal 
thereafter. Common spiritual goal for both is unique toVedicmarriage, Thus, every Indian marriage, 
irrespective of caste or colour or creed or rituals or family customs, is viewed in terms of the marriage of 
Goddess Laxmi and Narayana, to be united likeArdhanareeswara (like Siva and Parvati, the primordial 
couple) and tolivein this world as two in one (like Sita and Rama). Thatis the ideal for the order of the society. 


It doesn't mean that all Indian marriages are running on ideal lines, but their short-comings should 
notbe attributed to the concept. The suiccess of these marriages also varies in degrees, We mortals attempt to 
reach the goal transcending the pit falls. In ourlife, we may be failing many a time butwe continue to struggle 
tostay on the path since we have to take the system seriously. Marriage institution sustainsa healthy society. 

‘The Vedic marriage system is qualitatively different from the marriages of other religious streams oF 
‘modern social marriages or live-in relationships where both enter into a conditional agreement unless they 
bind themselves for life, Otherwise,the modern approaches may even take us back to the days of social 
formation. Gender equality is better served in the marriage system where mutual respects ensured between 
thepartners, 

In fact in Indian philosophical thought, wife is not only equal to her husband, but even placed higher 
inthe household domain. In family and in marriage, much thought was applied to ensure first her security 
and primacy. She enjoys central place in the family. Man only revolves round his wife in a limited radius 
being bound to her and she holding the rope, loosening or tightening, as occasion demands. The Sutra 
literature deals with do's and don'ts in detail for both men and women. The modern interpretations of the 
Sutras leading to misunderstandings of the time-tested institutions are conditioned by the present social 
complexities. 

1 am sure, the scholarly expositions of very distinguished professors, acharyas, pandits and 
intellectual giants will throw open the floodgates of knowledge on the status and empowerment of woman 
inthis Conference. 

I congratulate Prof Satish Mittalji, the President and Dr Balmukund Pandey, the General Secretary, 
and the Executive of the Bharatiya Itihasa Sankalana Yojana and elders like Sri Haribhav Vazefor takings up 
this mammoth academic program for educating all of us on the role of woman in the family, the basic unit of 
thesociety, forensuring social harmony. 

Sarve sujana sukkiino bhavantu 
Sarve Jan sujana bhavantu 
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A Numismatic approach to study the 
status of women in ancient India 


Dr. Manmohan Sharma 
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Manmohansharma2005@gmail.com 


study of history of the position and status of 
‘women is the best way to understand the 
spirit of any civilization Her position and 
status reflects the development of any 
society. There are many sources to judge her 
status like religious and public literature , 
accounts of the foreigners and the archaeological 
remains including epigraphs, sculptures , seals , 
painting and coins. Numismatics forms one of the chief 
‘original sources of history and in case of ancient Indian 
history, the study of coins has undoubtedly proved its 
immense worth . By making a study of coins we can 
access the political social, moral, economic, religious, 
technical and scientific development of the society 
with the study of different dynasties, their time period , 
relations with other societies and extent of the 
Kingdom etc. We find coins from 6th Century BCE on 
wards which are made of gold, silver, copper, lead and 
mixed metals, Fortunately many coins have female 
figures which include mostly goddesses or deities represented on them. Laxmi, Shasthi, Gauri, Durga, 
Ambika, Sita, Annapurna, Radha and Vasudhara etc. Sometimes they are found with their consort Apart 
from goddesses, the images of some queens on coins are the most important development in out history 
raising the status of women .They include queen Nagnika of Satavahara dynasty and names of some of | 
‘other on coins like Gotami, Kosiki etc. Kumar Devi of Gupta dynasty, Somela of Chahaman dynasty and. ' 
Didda the queen of Kashmir have theircoins. 
Astudy ofsuch coinsisimportantin making ajudgment of their position . Her religions positionsto. 
like part in sacred rites and the ability to donate can be known Her political statusas queen ,as ruler or ; 
regent and advisor can be summed up The dress ornaments married bliss etc, can be studied .The aim of 
thispaperis to presenta study of her status.the finding willbe corroborated by other sources. 
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xad-ah fsa we 8 tq wate err ae Aen rs Bl wera eB wR A ws rere SeaTytes TEA AB Tee 
wegaahy 
“gran a d gg seen eh oe re ge A oe a an ent edtore PETS aE rae 
arcec beer sees eh he fcr mere aed eh yore 9 a a okey wh ae Al wT hort ee fe 
sousrer ac a re dar fe per stg Are A ae otter Gert, eer, FN EMH TEN ET 
arrears He ate — aah ha sane ae cher (ere) we Teh ere eT ce ve fre Par AT 
‘ar ear 8 fag hh sre 23-8 WA are eT eA es TH RTD Pe ee wr ower a maT ATS 
“She Bana & eel wees en eer ey wet we wa ra ogee ard waa fra 
re ee ag eA oe 4 wf FaeTt Tae ge Tw 8 rae ee ee AN ELA PTL 
sei carat oneal weg ae 
primar ft ora cel & gare, smctiew a A ar eertereh rereen geen, ford ae if er A hee 
een oro, ae, a she ae am eae eae Te eee ne eo ore aneelsfrre e 
cafe a afafta Bi gesnars wera A cephtal & Fraga Sara oa ge aR A A are A a, on a aH ae vel one 
rg eer feb rer Pec re wT A, Fr ae rare as er L 
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he Age of the Upanisads-TThe 
anulomasystem of marriageie 
between the male of a higher 


caste and female of a lower 
caste prevailed during this 
period, The rules of Panini 
regarding Abhivadana (salutation as a 
mark of respect to elderly persons in the: 
house ) show that the presence of wives 
of the lower caste in a house and their 
association with ladies of a higher caste 
brought down the general level of 
womanly culture and led to @ 
deterioration in theirstatus. 
‘The Grhya-sitras give detailed rules regarding the proper seasons for marriage, qualifications of 
bride and bridegroom. The various stages of amarriage ceremony are: 
‘The wooers formally goto the git!/shouse, 
‘When the bride's father gives his formal consent, the bridegroom performsa sacrifice, 
Early in the morning of the first day of marriage celebrations, the bride is bathed, 
A sacrifice is offered by the high priests of the bride's family and a dance of 4/8 women takes place as 
part ofthe Indrani Karman, 
The bridegroom goes to the girl's house and makes the gift of a garment, mirror to the bride who has 
been bathed earlier. 
‘The Kanya-pradana, formal giving away of the bride takes place now followed by. 
‘The clasping of the bride's right hand by the bridegroom's own righthand takes place now. 
‘The treading onstone. 
‘The leading of the bride round the fire by the bridegroom, 
‘The sacrifice of the fried grains. 
‘The Saptapadii.c, the couple walking seven steps together asa symbol of their livelong concord, 
Finally, the bride is taken to her new house, 
After the bride came home, the couple is expected to observe celibacy for three days after which the 
‘marriage was consummated, The logic was to emphasize at the outset that self-control was very much part of 
ie if 


The bride is at a mature 
age, over 15 or 16. The elaborate 
rites indicate that marriage was a 
holybondand not a contract. 

The women held an 
honored position in the household. 
She was allowed to sing, dance and 
enjoy life, Sati was not generally 
prevalent. Widow Remarriage was. 
allowed under certain 
circumstances. On the whole the 
Dharma-sutras take a more lenient 
attitude than the Smrtis of a later 
age. The Apastamba imposes 
several penalties on a husband who 
unjustly forsakes his wife, On the 
other hand, a wife who forsakes her husband has to only perform penance. In case a grown up girl was not 
‘married at a proper time by her father, she could choose her husband after three years of waiting, 

‘The most pleasing feature of this period is the presence of women teachers, many of whom possessed 
highest spiritual knowledge. The famous dialogue between Yajfavalkya and his wite Maitreyi and Gargi 
‘Vacaknavi show how enlightened the women of that age were, According to the Sarvanukramanika, there 
‘were as many as 20 women among the authors of the Reveda, These stories stand in contrast to the later age 
‘when the study of Vedic literature was forbidden to women under the most severe penalty. 

Birth of a Daughter Unwelcome ~ As in all patriarchal societies during that age the birth of a 
daughter was unwelcome, The son lived with his parents, earned money for the family, protected the family 
from enemies and perpetuated the name of the family, However, the latter's birth was not considered so bad, 
One of Upanisads recommends a ritual for ensuring the birth of a scholarly daughter, Although it did not. 
become as popular as the one for the birth of a son, it indicates those cultured parents eager for daughters, 
During this period the daughters could be initiated into Vedic studies and could offer sacrifices to Gods, the 
son was absolutely not necessary, The importance of ancestor worship by sons led to a decline in the 
importance of daughters. 

‘The feeling of dejection on the birth of a daughter did not lead to female infanticide in ancient India, 
‘This custom crept into India during the medieval period, Once the disappointment on the birth of a daughter 
‘was over, the family did not distinguish between theirson and daughter, 

In subsequent periods, growing incidence of Sari meant that parents saw their daughters jumping on 
to funeral pyres orifshe became a widow, live a chaste life since widow remarriage was not permitted, Insuich 
‘an environment to become a daughter's parent became asource of misery. 

In the post Vedic period, the professions open to woman in higher sections of society were teaching, 
medical doctors and business, They suffered from no disabilities in doing business and could even pledge 
their husband's credit and enter into contractson their behalf, 

Purdah system was not prevalent during this petiod. There is nothing in our tradition or literature to 
suggest that the father/elder brother in-law could not see the face of the daughter-in-law asis the casein North 
India today. 

"Manis only one half’ says a Vedic passage; he is not complete till he is united with his wife and gives 

rth to children. The husband is to treat his wife as his dearest friend, The wife is a companion friend of a 
‘man, saysa Vedic passage. The Mahabharata and Buddhist thinkers concur with this view. 
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he frequent reference to unmarried girlsspeaksin 
favor ofa custom of girls marrying longafter they 
had reached puberty. Among Aryans, marriage 
among brothers and sisters was prohibited, There 
seems to have been considerable freedom on the 
‘part of young persons in the selection of their life partners 
as they generally married at a mature age. Approval of the 
parent or the brother was not essential, the boy and the girl 
‘made up their minds and then informed the elders though. 
their participation in the marriage ceremony was essential 
i.e. the blessings of the elders were sought, 
Surprising asit may sound, in some cases a bride-price 
was paid by a not very desirable son in law. So also when a 
girlhad some defect, dowry was given. A hymn in the RV gives us an idea of the old marriage ritual, The boy 
and his party went to the girshouse where a well-dressed girl was ready. The boy catches the hand of the girl 
and leads her round the fire. These two acts constitute the essence of marriage. The boy takes the girl homein 
‘procession followed by consummation of the marriage. 

The wife was respected in her new house and wielded authority overher husband's family. The wife 
participated in the sacrificial offerings of her husband, Abundance of sons was prayed for so, naturallysoina 
patriarchal society since the son performed the last rites and continued the line. 

‘There i little evidence to show that the custom of Sati existed. Even if known, it was limited to the 
Kshatriya class. Remarriage of widows was permitted under certain conditions, Female morality maintained 
ahigh standard although but the same degree of fidelity was not expected from the husband. 

Net women enjoyed much freedom. They took an active part in agriculture, manufacture of bows. 
‘They moved around freely, publicly attended feastsand dances, 
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nature of Indian society. This was fuelled by the writing of colonial historians who portrayed India as 
a land ruled by diabolic kings who had no interest in the upkeep of the millions they ruled. The 
concept of oriental despotism became the heart and soul of western imperialist writing on India, 
Historians such as James Mill the celebrated Utilitarian, and Vincent Smith wrote lengthy treatises to 
prove that Indian society was beyond redemption and that only western political thoughtand virtue 
ould rid India of allits evils. A more aggressive campaigner of this cause was the evangelist Charles Grant who 
very often used the word ‘uncivilized’ to describe Indian society at large. With the advent of Marxism a new, far 
more dogmatic concept was added to the criticism already espoused so vehemently by these historians. 

The idea of the Asiatic Mode of Production was advocated by Karl Marx who spoke of a system in. 
which was stagnant and needed change. A change which could probably be brought about only by the 
imperialists, For many years, this strand of western political thought dominated history writing, [twas only ater 
during the freedom movement that nationalist writers and historians started questioning these presuppositions 
about Indian society and culture. 

‘The decadent Indian culture which these historians so effortlessly wrote about had in fact been the 
torchbearer of progressive learning, artistic excellence, political expertise, economic advancement, and social 
progress in the past. The virtues of Indian culture were, however, brushed aside by imperialist thinkers with a 
specific agenda in mind; a well thought out strategy which went a long way in ridiculing even the merits ofa 
culture which had once been hailed as the cradle of civilization’ 

There are several references to women who composed hymns that were included in the Vedic sarnhitas, 
Even the supposedly orthodox tradition of Sarvanukramanika suggests that there were as many as 20 women. 
seers or authors of the Reveda. Innumerable instances of women composing hyms and participating in literary 
activities in Vedic times lends evidence to the fact that the society was upwardly mobile, rather than being 
stagnantas conceived by western historians, Women litterateurs such as Lopamudlra, Visvavara, Sikata Nivavati, 
and Ghosa contributed immensely to the growth of Vedicliterature. Itisindisputable that the authors ofthe 10th 
bookof the Reveda verses 145 and 159 were women. Therefore, the supposed alienation of women was merelya 
fabricated hypothesis put forth by western historians under the imperial regime and picked up later by Marxist 
historians as a means of tarnishing the glorious past of India in which women had a great role to play since 
‘genesis of civilization. In fact, in the early Vedic period it was mandatory for women belonging to the three 
upper castes to undergo the upanayan or investiture ceremony before taking formal education, fit wasn'tfor the 
notion of equality between the two genders, the privileges enjoyed by men would not have been granted fo 
‘women. 


q ndian history writing has, for the past many centuries, focused predominantly on the degenerate 
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Vreltor H Acaret des Ace ot cht frat 


sa rere a ari fre ors 

aiand tg Ree aera a 

“ar eer ae ver BL aTe TR 

wert, ae orsrerh Sar cher st 

erare ah we smenta BI are, 

Be, wr, eH, AM, aT, wfeTA-<ta gM 
peace sce meray 

far veg A wre a al Boa 

Bere cea ere ar aN eee 

“aiepfte Sean aor ah Bi Te AT a ORI 

in BL 78a aera TH A eta ear HL 

were wi wag wr wales rare Rexel A een Sr 

rare wen $1 Fegan 4% feat wt area 

Sree vers Rien aa ang Toa wr Ta 

Sear! — ead sepa sree ve 

sa re wr edna wa sede A aT 

he & Free el “ae rer en wT 

Eh eel hha phish 


Seeeit : 
evap safe ent qfeeten 8 geet & err ah vale 
Sere po hn on eye 


ge eres Fe bar Prd PTA ag 
Tal et eat @ ce A Fee, 
, MATa, sre, aT, Fee, 
acl @ of afied Fon Seen retel 8 ec 
ah Ren Freres adh art apg A Ale Teg ea & tne A af a FT 
Earlene nh aherer acs wcirirqrergarrnartoor oh eiaen cl rere ae 
wd weeerfteat & Prated eh goa Ah ware anirare eh aA 
aot sraere ae rato aera a are ae Bape A aFne_areT Tether after AAT, ge 
a Fe ra esr eta aera To es ao sere Ps afar 
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ere Raat A cen erga adh ga ora Raed A ee aera eT TT 

‘egies Ree aha fare aa ae FR Oh vor, ean Hea, erate se ea 
meh ry Fa Ree Pa eh reer eae we arr Tah he we aA ar a TT TER 
safe marae 

rt eral fer gs a ara ree eh ra era Ie Tea A eH rap STA Ra A eT 
won fam ata se aes weet er eA se wr eT aM ST ee Bre Ae ora A eae wh aA 
wee tee eT EY, El ge TS ora eT PH ATR a TST STATA TTA Te He TTT 
ara erg afer a rel he rare wee are 

monger ret atest ah Rea Pree eh ge ga gta ravi A Req ea re Peat 
te ger eae eh heh Ao why ene we Era ate TTR Ta A 
after 8 rr are ear ran Rear OT ae es eM aL eA eH erAl—wen, arene, Faery 
eat, Nelsen at wt sin aa ga RR Bara HO alan Toe, waft, Alen she al Baa 
ares Bae aren ea, hes oH mere Game, ais MA, RoM,arbeurag eteare ste A eee rT TTA 
ere sai fea 

afty—sircters 8 afters ft Raft at gare} or sare fran ga qT ara wala a rrerg, ane eTeM, 
seh orang se aed a 12h eh soe ee Ser faerar Ga fa Brae a wr Rear eta 
ear fy tr ar ah A ree ea EAH TAN eH Arg ART Hy TE eR aA MT TN, 
eth 

after ee ese baer eT A el—wen apr were oe Fee tae ee aera TET 
caghtare 1 rarer gon! ao are A Saeref—wen wafer BEI Reza ye AROMA A wen ees wen LWA Teh 
Fees A en fey Feat rhea ge eee TTT TSS eH A Pea wh wale we aM Fas STOTT ET 
safer rarer sh ge ah eA Gare orate A Aer eee TAT ETI 

ges ee roar gare a eer A wee et oT Tay FS 120 A mer TTA ee A 
ae reer feg_ed A ques fang arrehars em ger feg_and & areal a gaAe ae Ie Mere ET AT APT 
geek eA gre eA ete a era aH 1829 Harr aererereaer t—ven a ee 3 Fe ATTA 
ser va Fee “a AO ras Por rare ee Fe 172 HF Aor oe Te ra ee 
ere 1867 Fe meer Te ere ef eT A Le BEL Fe aie aT Ate Roh efter BRET AN 
ae ten ferret Tre 1916 9 sec, aTeaTe eM HA. ese eT free | FTA et fhreN eT 
feo) ord arara eafie Te ae TS YOR Beare Meters WA) QU w fay Aen, VT aT 
_areearg—Fater, ar ferar ytar an rete err wre fran an ge ae ee TR MAT AT TE 
caer Fre aA et Ret ao ere fee fry, were ATTA eA HRT HN ATH TFT TTT ET 

gern Real Ah gare anrctera 9G ahh aera are eer share era rary en ara, are ae 
See ge er & were Hr on eter Ht AT ee RE A TE GT 

Heal 

eae 8 cer gure Eo mata ares Age A 19 AGU erg Perak are eT A “eT TT 
“eA aAee ag 1049S A Rea} aT Ae aifraT ReeTa wen Foe heat, etal Pera aE 1899 
Bg fren ee Fve a emrarg VS YH a a eH ey era era eT HL 

freer st eAt—ARrer a erage fry arcs srrcrete BI aA 25 safer ep A 

ese St wat fae a em rer aA er ae fe 1056 A wR Ferg ae ara TEA TEST 
argh ern fare arrarer a o7 Faery, 1956 ah go eon ee Sa A aT GSA 

ramen anger tear 3 eA —fhre ea erate fey rd fren oh ear Seer eT 
23 fre rohan “Reventon mre Swe artar eee wh ae Pea 


1897 4 AgTH, 1905 4 wore A aaron wr Prater Ses wear i983 4 “Mrehfeaatheray ares wafer ara wT 
sere arch hea far fe et Sere wee aR rf fT 

atta areiers & are feat 4 vate arte, sreredin arate ya wfera areren srreters Harm feremt 208F 
eh wre 4 taal S gare arte after wrest AH er Bg | 1917 A ve safer after Tete wols are ahs 
afta pattencers a serge aA Ah 1926 $.4 err araRt iy ese a ener ah 1927 4 eT 
‘afte andra atten war A ge fern 4 were were fare | 

eo aftenairoch ah cere 8 afte archers aA fina cw Tee oh dor RE a a ae TST A 
Shara aftats Af air ara ror eres aaftranrel A aia Ah a IA rh 1917 A aeeh are Rael w ate Brera S aaftrewre sy 
cata fh varg gi ga tq afters! @ wees a wore sfrent a ata & fore fader afta @ fren, fori 
areata ar rset er gig = eer gee He ere A Fae ere te aT wT er ore Fe 
phate rea cree Pe re ae rrr ob ehh Rat a Fea 1927 A area wy ge aA PTET 
erat veh after afi deed eA re adie wea white A sea wii gers are wife aay wi A ae ear 

1 RATS atelt fora & weal w werereTs 1929 7 arerfeare Pde safer orf Ga eae 9 Paras sete Ta 
Se afer arte 9 ee er 208 A a Te A re TE GH A 

i 

eet rarer aa ar wer Steere ht weg eh eA gee at oT ea A Rt 

ah aortite sircters A enPig aret e ie Ream ea—sirctery wr Ha WEI wea Hew ahs fear a A 


ar ye argo 8 gen BL gee ra eA cra a ea heh ee haere eet ere] FATA 
Aaigter vd areas were wari & ore feral ah Reifel eas yore on eA &, afors feral S oh ye a, 
ST eT tre en eT xe TH iH Ff he eT we a Fee A er at 
555 Aa ore 81 ror eee sie TT a A ger a era feral A Rafa ft &, ee 
SRT TET AA Gta GAT PHA Bl sar AAA GATT A sere a Hea AT BS, AE ME, aT she TTT 
era em arene wre Het ae Ae he ae te YS TT aH eve Bl TAT ATH 
atta ar rate Rrra ren arta 81 

ar Al actors Refer rarcttereor amr @ afta & 1 aT Geers AH fen A wrqa—rator sire wera w) A rd BEAT 
881 wed rece ara err ah et, Tr A ee A acer re wry, ae oT wha STH eae 
heh acona ara 8 er rr afters a Goat wera ear HTT A ae Goa TA ara ae TOMAS 
fara ye Rete ya areas tl 

ed ae actors Aor a ee gr, Af oo eS aT re AT are BOTT aes 
he arate ieee ae a ergy we oa A, aT ene a eB Rafe 8 aT 
eprnail 3 wa wy geal @ Oe vreae ware vd GRare 4 sneh are veers wars & acters wera Hae GIT aw 
aren fre re eo arr eB ve he far eae 3 a aT we TAT AN 

seater erat fre ah on a aren wre are a ry, aor weer eT fa FA 
anes Arkh BY ere ea T GY T HT SAT BTA TTA A AT HReTL eT TA Te MNTOT ANT TT AY TTT 
E81 smoot Te aT arr eee A wera ia wa Pea A ae GOT RIT TA eA, 
Sroka eh aire ae ah a Refer A worhrerare ahaa BL 
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tis possible because of the Globalization 

that the companies are entertained into 

India in order to fulfill their Business. Itis 

a positive indication that it provides 

employment notonly for the Indian Men 
but also women. This is an opportunity for the 
‘women to improve their self-confidence and 
more over to say, these days Women are paid 
higher than the Men due to their capacities, 
Thus, they enjoy the Right to Social and 
Economic Equality. Out of the total 397 million 
workers in India, 123.9 million are women and 
of these women 96% of female workers are in 
the unorganized sector. Accordingly, although more women are now seeking paid employment, a 
vast majority of them obtain only poorly paid, unskilled jobs in the informal sector, without any job 
security or social security. The major problem faced by the female workers is Job Security which leads 
them to psychological stress. It has become a dire need for the woman to work along with the men in 
the family in order to support the basicneeds of the childrer/other family members. One of the evils of 
the modern society is the sexual harassment of women especially the female workers as they are 
harassed not only by the family members butalso by the male colleagues in the work place. During the 
recent years, instances of desertion and divorce are increasing making the lives of many women very 
miserable. These incidents of desertion are tao many these days as the women working are busy with 
their work culture and not in a position to pay much attention and affection to the husband because of 
the stress, The concept of Globalization has gotits severe impact on all categories of the society but itis 
a bit more on the women who are working, they have to balance between their domestic and 
professional responsibilities, they are under pressure asit finally leads them to severe diseases, Itis also 
said to be a cause for the desertion and divorce. This is how the word Globalization influences the 
‘women in India. 
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he cultural history of India bears testimony to the fact that 
theoretically women have been accorded the status of devi 
(Goddess) in our country. In Hindu religion God is shown as 
‘ardhanarisvara’ or ‘God who is half woman’, Though it is 
commonly agreed upon that high status of women of the early 
‘Vedic period went on to deteriorate during the succeeding ages 
‘The freer Vedic women became more and more dependent on their male 
counterparts and were oriented towards a restricted life, Deterioration in 
women's condition is apparent in all periods following 1500 BCE and 
became most visible in the wake of the Muslim invasion and occupation of 
ourcountry during thel2th century. 

‘The Medieval period (11th century-18th century) marked a new low in. 
the role and status of women in India. Evil practices like sat, child marriage, 
female infanticide, devadasi and purdah system adversely effected 
women’s condition, Owing to Mustim influence purdah was strictly 
followed which further restricted women's free movement and confined 
them within the four walls of home, The birth of daughter came to be 
regarded asa curse and with their education getting almostbanned women 
came tobe regarded as meager tools of pleasure for men with no intellectual 
meritand decision making power. Though the medieval period produced many female heroeslike Raia Sultan, 
Rani Durgavati, Mirabai, Andal, Akka Mahadevi, Nurjahan, Jijabai, Ahilya Bai Holkar ete who shaped their 
timesin various capacities but these were exceptions rather than general rule. 

When the batons of power changed hands from Mughals to the British in the mid 18th century the 
general condition of women in India was alarmingly distressing, In the beginning of their relationship with 
India, the British adopted non-interventionist attitude towards the socio-cultural milieu of the country, this 
continued till 1813 yet positive though reflexive British influence was felt on diverse areas like caste system, 
condition of women, education ete, 

‘The medieval age (Ith-18th century) indeed was the darkest phase in Indian women's lifeand this was 
not specific to a singular religion, caste or region. Through the present paperit is attempted to discuss women's 
condition in India in the medieval context and to know that why and when the daughters of emancipated Vedic 
Brahmavadinis came to be physio-psychologically schooled to consider themselves as non-competitive and 
inferior to men, trained to be only good wives and mothers thus ignoring their mental capabilities and multi- 
tasking skillsby limitingboth theirroles and choicesin life. 
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ationalism is a phenomenon which invites strong 
reactions from its antagonists as well as protagonists. In 
modern Indian context the Hindu nationalism has 
managed to establish itself as a strong cultural and 
political philosophy embarking upon a definite set of 
belief systems wherein the conception of strong and masculine 
Hindu Rashiraisseenasan ultimate goal. Thenarrative that has set 
in the present times among the ideologues of Hindutva as well its 
detractors offers curious insights into the practices and preaching’s 
of both. The contest aver the role of feminine in social, economic 
and political spheres has inadvertently intertwined the Indian 
‘women in the nationalist discourse. The Indian feminist scholars 
like Urvashi Butalia, Tanika Sarkar, Kumkum Sangari, Kamala 
Bhasin, Sikata Banerjee and many of their ilk have constantly 
‘waged an academic campaign bordering on stigmatization against 
the forces of Hindu nationalism. Some of their criticisms justifiably 
validates the patriarchal setup of the Hindu social system and all 
the negativity that it beholds in its wake, However, without contesting the scholarship of the Indian 
feminists, certain pertinent questions need to be posed and understood. Why they are selective in 
targeting the Hindu nationalist forces? Why deafening silence in case of other communities viz. 
‘Muslims and Christians? Why lowering of benchmarks and going liberal when it comes to the case of 
minorities? Apart from the issues that afflict the Indian feminists , there is a parallel though not very 
strong, stream of Hindu feminism which overtime may offer a viable alternative to the established 
feminist discourse, It is an opportune time when the feminist perspective on Hindus as social 
commonwealth and Hinduism as a religious conglomerate which so far has been guided by a 
particular ideology should undergo an objective review and questioning. The present article is an 
introductory attempt to look into some of the set clichéd judgments pertaining to the study of Indian 
(Hindu) women through the non -feministslens, 
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mrti literature of India are 
valuable literary heritage which 
IR have immense significance in 
history writing. These are good 
source of not only religious and 
cultural history but also social, political, 
economical, Ayurvedic and 
environmental history of ancient India. 
Social changes, values, faiths ete, may be 
traced in Smriti literature, Smrties haye: 
incorporated the changes of ancient 
society. Smrties deal with every aspect of 
human life and relevant to our present 
day scenario and problems. Main 
Smrities are twenty but five (Manu, 
Yajnavalkya, Narada, Brhaspati and 
Katyayana) areimportant, 

The proposed research paper 
examines women's status in Smrties 
through different dimensions and sums 
up the attitudes of Smrti-writers. The 
main sources of this research paepr are 
original texts and secondary works, The 
paper concludes that in spite of 
deterioration of women's position, Smrti- 
writers favour for her bread and butter 
and her Stridhana. Women's right is 
property was accepted by Yajfavalkya, 
‘He scems more sympathetic towards 
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he Ramdyana and Mahabharata, the two epics that India prides itself on, are universally 
accepted as the pillars of the Hindu religion. These two epics, thatis, these two literary works, 
that have come down through the ages to the present age have moulded and guided the people 
professing the Hindu religion. Even today children are wont to fall asleep, listening to their 
grandmothers or mothers tell them the story of Rama and Sita, of their endurance and 
suffering and their courage and heroism, Though these epics are read and venerated as religious works, 
they possess excellent literary richness and many literary practitioners approach them from a literary 
perspective. We should bear in mind in this context that the Vedic era when Hinduism emergesas the 
leading religion in South-East Asia preceded the period in which the two epics were written, The leap 
from one era over long space of time to another era accounted for the effecting of the change in religious 
thought, the transformation of the ideals held dear in the preceding era into the ideas espoused in these 
pics, particularly with regard to women, their status in the family and in the society. The two epics tell of 
how women faced the situation pressed down uponthem. 


During the leaping of time from the Vedic age through the ages down to the modern age Indian 
‘womanhood has been subjected to different phases of transformation, both radical and ephemeral. The 
pressures made to stay put on them have been varied with cancelling effects, The melting pot of the 
female Indian psyche has been undergoing a constant fluxion of internal change and transformation 
owing to the thronging from all sides of the multifarious socio-economic and psycho-spiritual 
ingredients to keep on this process of changing. Because this process of changing the female psyche 
brews a new self-image taking on itself the fascinating hues of freedom, self-respect, self-worth, 
confidence and allied attributes, itis required to be sayvied of in terns of neo-historicism and, thus, calls 
forth an examalysis of the historical data relating to Indian womanhood. This engenders idiosyncrasies 
and vicissitudes that have been constructing and deconstructing the evolving image of the average 
Indian woman, 

The essence of the Aryan civilization is embalmed in the four Vedas, namely, Rk, Yajus, Sama 
and Atharva andin the Brahmanas and the Upanishads, their branches, Since we donot have, available 
on hand, any archaeological or historical evidence till about 300 BCE we have to locate in the Vedic 
literature the Indian social, political and religious history. For the sake of historical accuracy the Vedic 
age has been divided into two Vedic ages: The Early Vedic age, or Ravedic age which begins in 1500 
BCE and the post-Vedic age spanninga period between 1000 BCE and 500 BCE. My paper will enlarge 
upon this division and restrict itself to dealing with the women in the epic age in the situation obtaining 
inthe Epicage in contrast to the situation obtaining inin the Vedicage. 
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omen in Indian Tradition 
The role and behavior of 
women in the society is 
determined by our social 


structure, cultural norms, 
value system and social 
expectations ete, toa great extent, Norms 
and standards of our society do not 
change at the same pace as changes take 
place due to technological advancement, 
urbanization, cost and standard of living, 
growth in population, industrialization 
and globalization. Social and educational policies fail to cope with desired changes in various fields. 
Particularly, social status of women in India is a typical example of the gap between position and role 
accorded to them by Constitution and the restrictions imposed on them by social traditions. What is 
practicable and possible by women and useful for them, in fact, is not within their reach, They have to exist 
within the framework of social norms and standards, which in turn cause infinite harm, 


In Hindu tradition, practices like giving away daughters in marriage and sending them to their in 
laws' house after marriage and importance attached to sons for maintaining continuity in the line have 
strengthened male dominated social structure. Women are debarred from joining religious ceremonies 
during the period of men. 

In the views of Manu, “Woman is viewed solely as the mother and the wife and those roles are 
idealized. The ideal wife is faithful and service to husband and his family members without any complain is 
virtuous 


A Hindu widow is cursed with misfortune and is neglected in many aspects. She is debarred from 
participating in any socio-religious functions like marriages, pujas, birthday celebration, etc. which may bring 
misfortune to them as well as to others. The mere sight of widow is belicved to be a barrier to success while 
attending any function orstart of journey. But a widower isnot subject to such restrictions, 

Male like female never wear any distinctive marks to indicate that he is married. Male widow do not 
observe fasting for his wife and suffers no restrictions on remarriage, But married woman observe many 
vyratas for the wellbeing of her husband and children and even her dresses change after marriage and more 
particularly after her husband dies. 

In Islamic religion woman cannot be a priest nor can she lead the prayers. She has no place in the 
formal religious organizations and legal affairs of the community and cannot be a kazi, Women is also 
deprived of participating in community prayers 
monkis given a higherstatus than the nun, 


Status of Women: 
Gincient To Modern Time 


Dr. Ramshankar Singh 
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The present study is related to status of women in Indian society from ancient days tll today. It 
gives importance on the position of women in various fields like family life, social life and work 
situation. Ithighlights on female feticide, low literacy level of women, women's low nutritional 
status, women's rolein decision making, their position as per Indian tradition etc. This paper also 
gives emphasis on numberof 
women in total workforce, 
torture of them by men in 
family life, social life and in 
other fields where they are 
participants. Lastly it 
concludes on importance of 
women and role of society 
for the emancipation of 
women from male 
dominated society and their 
oppression and suppression. 
‘Towards the end of 
Vedic period (Post Vedic 
period) women were 
deprived of social and 
religious rights, There were 
not allowed to participate in 
social and religious 
functions, Gradually the 
position of women fell down 
to the extent that the birth of 
a girl was regarded as a curse in the family. During Buddhist period Lord Buddha regarded women a 
source ofall evils. Therefore women were allowed low status compared to males. Macaulay's Minute 1835, 
was responsible to bring renaissance in Indian history by giving stress on English as medium ofinstruction 
but forgot the issue of women’s education, which was responsible for upliftment of women. 


Reasons for deterioration in the status of Women 
between 500 BCE to 500 CE 
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heir status deteriorated considerably during this period. With time and progress, one would expect the 

condition of people to improve butin thiscase itwas the opposite. 

1. ‘The introduction of slavery revolutionized the position of women in the classical period of Greek 
history, they lost esteem in society. The same thing happened in India when a semi servile status came 
tobe assigned to the Sudra class whose only duty was service ofthe higher castes. Overtime and due to 
various factors, inter caste marriages started happening during the period 1000 to $00 BCE. The 

{introduction of non-Aryan women into the Aryan houschold is the starting point tothe deterioration ina women's 
status. Having said that it was non Aryan mothers that gave birth to Veda Vyasa and Krishna, Unfamiliar with 
religious customs, rituals and Sanskrit the non-Aryan wife would have goofed making the priests angry. In love 
with his wie, the Aryan man overlooked the shortcomings in his wife. But what about the priests? To avoid this 
problemit was decided that the whole class of woman were inligible for Vedic studies and religious duties. 

2, Another reason was that Vedic sacrifices became complex making it difficult for the wife to have mastery over 
them. Inthe Vedic age, young women would take a Soma stalk and proceed straight to offeritto Indrain a sactifice 
performed byher alone. But things became more complex with time. In the Vedic age, she got married at about 16- 
7 by whieh she could devote 6-7 ys, to study but to know all the rituals tc, she would have to marry around 22-24 
i.e, about 12 yrs, of study. This was impractical at that point of time, This plus an inerease inthe desire for ason led 
to a lowering of the marriage age of girls which in turn discouraged their education? Although, the view that 
‘women must not be allowed to perform sacrifices was opposed by parts of society, but its vigorous advocacy by one 
school coupled with alowering of the marriage age led to the neglect ofthe Vedic education of girls 

3. The period of 500 years between 200 BCE to 300 CE was very dark for Northern India. First came the Greeks (190 
to 150 BCE), Scythians and Parthians (100 BCE to 50 CE). These barbarians were followed by the Kushanasin the 
2nd century CE. Political reverses, war reverses and the decline of prosperity produced a wave of despondency all. 
around. The ascetic ideal of the Upanishads, Buddhism and Jainism which was opposed by Hindu society earlier 
began to get a real hold over social mind owing to the prevailing wave of despondency at the beginning of the 
Christian era, It strengthened the hands of those who were opposed to widow remarriage. A woman Wasto lead a 
chaste life, to aim for salvation, follow the footsteps of thousands of monks, nuns who had entered the Sannyasa 
stage direct from Brahmacarya without passing through married life, 

4, Sati ~ due to the foreign invasions and its consequences for women, the custom of sati though confined to the 
warrior class carlier beganto gain widespread acceptance, be perceived asa great sacrifice, The tendency toregard 
women as weaker and not of strong moral fibre got stronger during this period although womeen as mother, sister 
continued to be highly respected. 

5. The only direction in which the position of women improved was in the sphere of proprietary rights. As society 
began to discourage widow remarriages, there began to arise a class of childless widows who needed money to 
‘maintain themselves. 

6, History is witness that conquest of a country implies conquest of its womenfolk. What follows is shameful but 
reality of life. The wars that preceded the Greek invasion did not result in conquest of women, Invasions resulted 
in great emphasis being placed on the purity and chastity of women. Naturally, it impacted the way society 
perceived women. 
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harkha—Khadiwas 
a very 
comprehensive 
constructive 
programme well 
propounded by Gandhiji, 
aimed at preparing the 
nation politically, 
economically and socially 
for theimpending struggle 
against the British. The 
charkha ~ Khadi movement 
or campaign got 
remarkable momentum in 
Bihar under the leadership 
of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
who was called the chief 
exponent of charkha-khadi 
mavementin Bihar, 

On 06 April 1921, a 
hartal was observed and a 
large number of charkhas 
introduced by June 1921, 48 depots were set up in 11 districts of Bihar to distribute cotton and charkhas, With 
the arrival of MK. Gandhi on seven days trip of Bihar charkha-khadi movement got new momentum and it 
made wide effect of women of Bihar, when 2-3 women activists openly came forward to promote charkha 
and Khadi, In August 1921,a big conference held at Buxarin which 200 Hindu-Muslim women participated. 
Patna, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Madhubani, Bettiah, Saran, Munger, Bhagalpur, Motihari, Hazaribagh, 
Chotanagarpus, Hajipur, etc, became main centres of charkha Khadi movement where hundreds of women 
started their activities in favour of spinningand rearing of Khai 


Krishana Kumari and 
‘Shanti Devi visited Motihari and 
Bettiah and advocated the use of 
charkha ~ khadi. Krishna Devi also 
visited Darbhanga and inspired 
women to engage themselves in 
charkia ~ khadi movement, so that 
struggle against Britishers get 
proper strength. Sarala Devi 
‘campaigned for charkha — Kadi in 
Chotanagpur commissionary 
whereas Savitri Devi Campaigned 
at Munger on 22 October, 1921. 
Darbhanga District was called the 
land of modern tirthas by M.K. 
Gandhi because of charkah ~ khadi 
intensive expansion under 
women. Pandaul, Madhubani, 
Sakri, Kapisa, Loha, etc. were the centres where Hindu ~ Muslim women contributed immensely in the 
favour of charkla—Khiadi. At Belwar, there wasa colony of Brahmin women spinners, girls spinning on their 
nice little talkies and elderly women on their wheels. At Kapisa, a Mussalman village organized by Hindu 
Youths nearly all the weavers were bound weaving hand spunyarn At Chaibasa in Chotanagpur region, 
schedule tribe's women were actively engaged in spinning and weaving, 


In Oct, 1921 , Sarala Devi in her presidential address to the 16th Bihar Vidyarthi conference at 
Hazaribagh invited youths and women to participate in charkha khadi movement during Non cooperation 
movement. A large number of women participated in this meeting, Districtwise women’s meeting were 
‘organized throughout Bihar to propagate Charklia— Khadi, On 15 January, 1922, a meeting of women under 
Lila Singh was organized at Safi Manzil of Muzaffarpur, in which Salam Khatoon. Smt. Kamleshwari Devi 
and Sharada Kumari too participate and all of them advocated for the manufacturing, use and expansion of 
charkha -Khadi. Records of 7,000 charkkas and 6000 weavers are found in several research papers at 
Dighawara thana of Saran district. It came into notice that the materials for above said leaving were 
provided mainly by women. In return they got money and khaddar for their use. Several district Boards 
including Darbhanga resolved in favour of charkhas and kliadi and made spinning compulsory for girls 
below ten years. 


Charkina— Khadi movement solved the problem of unemployment which again was one of the chief 
cauces of Indian Poverty. Between 1924-1927, 50,000 women who had formerly nothing to do, got 
employment. This charkha—Khadi movement actually got patronage of women in Biharin which thousands 
of women and girls engaged themselves actively In this movement and gave enthusiastic support to the 
national liberation movement of India, the Prominent among them coere Sarala Devi, Shanti Devi, Krishna 
Kumari, Lila Singh, Savitri Devi, Mrs, Safi, Sharda Kumari, Vindhyawasni Devi, Priyamwada Devi, 
Bhagawati Devi, Kamaleshwari Devi etc. The active participation of women also raised voice against 
gender, caste, creed and religious discrimination and paved the way for the Socio-cultural unity and 
harmony during that period. 
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anadiisa sub-cultural community prominently found in Karnool, Mahaboobnagar, Chittoor ( 

and Ananthapur districts of Andhra Pradesh. E. Thurston opines that they originated from 

Sriharikota of Nellur district. A considerable number of Yanadis migrated to the borderareas 

of Karnataka namely Kolara, Chikkaballapura and Doddaballapura due to changed socio- 

economic and political situations during 1940s-60s. Surprisingly they are also found in 
Nilgiri Hills, Arkot district of Tamilnadu and Chikkamagaluru district. They are called 'Pamulavalllu— 
snake catchers’ in Karnataka. They have not become a part of mainstream society still. They live in 
isolated outskirts of villages or forest areas. This nomadic tribe seems to have settled and Yanadisspeak 
Teluguand Tamil. 

Women of Yanadi tribe in Karnataka live a miserable life without social and economic security 
but still own major share in creating and preserving oral tradition. Yanadi literature includes stories, 
songs, riddles and proverbs and itisastonishing to find the traces of mythology and epics. 

The paper furnishes the details of survey undertaken in Doddaballapura, Chikkaballapura and 
Kolara areas and throws light on life and literary contributions of Yanadi Women. It documents the 
struggles of illiterate Yanadi women to provide economic stability to the family. Limited social 
experiences, poverty and sufferings of life make the substance of Yanadi literature in Telugu but there 
is no indication of growth in terms of content or art of composition. The paper also gives a review of 
oral tradition of Yanadi tribe and role of women in preserving the thin tribal tradition. Brief summary 
of folk stories and songs makes a part of the paper. An attempt is made to reflect upon the portrayal of / 
‘women in Yanadi literature drawing examples from stories, songs, riddles and proverbs collected ‘ 
during the field study. Reasons for decline of Yanadi oral tradition are also highlighted in the paper. 
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ertide fra sneer se a aed a ane af gr dt oeeerstt or 
Paras a geen Se ere 
paren ant an Rom arent # often A oweea fra 
cero witrars’ onde fa ofa ah unt #1 oe 
odorant areal ah at a areca fart sear 
2a, aaa cen forte aa we PST es TTT AS eae 
Fa Gras A ae rere BS Bey Ta A rH fee 


SRT 
2) fo wie wee 8 waa BAA Hae Gee aT RIT 
goats er eB re re HAT THT ak ove 
paver eaT 8 | 

ere afta 9 ster & Soar aa a Rem ah 
ever ah 3 ara siPrerar fir &, Ge rR a apa, & 
irate a Reni se rere —Reah we 2A sre amr 
eaireien Eh eta eHTae 9 eh er wea HI ae 
A oraef outa Run &, ae way coef B fore een a A 
seen A renee ae are, Fo Rear Ta on aaa a wee Pe f 
eet areas ar erage Tea 8 aren a a TD wy PAP we Me Poa Bal a ae A 
ew ee ELT were EI wo weceN eT Ma Te AA BI HHA a 
ware sree! 


Status of Women Education in India 


Dr. Jagdishwari Pd. Mishra 'Basant' 
Ayush Guru, C.R.V, Dept. of Health, Govt. of India, New Delhi 


omen education in India has also been a major preoccupation of both the 

government and civil society as educated women can play a very important role in 

the development of the country. Education is milestone of women empowerment 

because it enables them to responds to the challenges, to confront their traditional 

role and change their life. So that we can't neglect the importance of education in 
reference to women empowerment India is poised to becoming superpower, a developed country 
by 2020. The growth of women's education in rural areas is very slow. This obviously means that 
stilllarge womenfolk of our country are illiterate, the weak, backward and exploited, Education of 
women in the education of women is the most powerful tool of change of position in society. 
Education also brings a reduction in inequalities and functions as a means of improving their 
status within the family. To provide the education to everyone, EFA programme was launched in 
2002 by the Government of India after its 86th Constitutional Amendment made education from 
age 6-14 the fundamental right of every Indian child. But position of girl's education is not 
improving according to determined parameter for women. To know the present position of 
women education, this study conducted by us. And study concluded that the rate of women. 
‘education is increasing but not in proper manner. Education means an all round drawing out of 
the best in child and man-body, mind and spirit. The imperative character of education for 
individual growth and social development is now accepted by everyone. Investment in the 
education of its youth considered as most vital by all modern nations. Such an investment 
understandably acquires top priority in developing countries. The end of all education, all 
training should be man making. The end and aim of all training is to make the man grow. The 
training by which the current and expression are brought under control and become fruitful is 
called education. Education plays a vital role in giving human beings proper equipment to lead a 
gracious and harmonious life. 


‘Men and Women are just like the two wheels ofa chariot. They are equal in importanceand 
they should work together in life. The one is not superior or inferior to other. Unlike ancient times, 
though currently in majority of rural areas of India women are treated well, but with the 
orthodoxy they are cut off from the main stream of social life, The rural society did not respect 
them and give them the due position. They have to suffer and work inside the houses. Thus they 
are completely depended on men. 
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; 
ate arena & ant 
cS 
Si orga wren “fy 
wifiive sia, fedfaarr, wepen feaftencs, wiRETE 


fara ra 3 Fer saben Aa fora fe at as A BI Tefal a shires ane, 
“erate fra eccentric ster aw aT AL ST 
safc rere ar 8 ar: tw arava A 8 ef fe ew ae eT A ae 
area eh enteral mex ara arf 1 er te areca far ene A Teh 
pnt calanoid Wee ene gee ey 
aft carta fee ae ara, GaP, Fer, ei, aks tre ear ane AA eh eT 
Fes rae terre bree beast elo eer di RP een ae ae Fork Rar se 
arf AP eee I are Aa ABS aera ea a Pree rr aA Ree eer eT AB 
Beh rel Re eee See Seer hers eM fee — 
“ss Sg eH eT eT eter TERT OAT 
ag: al ot ej A ee mee) re een ora mE 
GRA WoT oA ard ET eae A aE efter areTE— “CA REET AHR 
‘ate waft 8 Ger aracra fore gorges ee aR, ares Fee te tty ae Ts 
af er eee Re 1 rn ern Perey Bee arrest wh ra a Fr Hee ete 
gece Huta A aise a8 ah 8 rar fe afew gra Te YA, we are aren wa TT, 
ares erg ere rere rer gH ras ean eel eA a ra rae ae ATTA 
“af fag Aa ea remy, erate ce ee A ners ont ease ener A fren &— “Ree 
‘eh ar ra ren fea are PR 
abe fe ah Fre rg aren arene, rere meron Fe Ae 
awe iar eae ate ee AB we ve a ere A arate ara ee ea af eas 


we i cen mftankees arfeica 8 yaa A eect 1a wera ral Fees & eea—ene SeTE—aeER SB gaa ST 
aot Hah area We a Fieger wife Ah afr ar eretrare sl peer Ate aw ere Us ae wea BR ela ST I 
‘Fon ah eis eet chi gs se @ wen week nef i Rey Re Rah a eee ater ah atte 
18 wera, fairy 2 eft ghrat S ener sre vita anda wea ge efile areal 4 eer vec tl qu aaf feaal Fare, 
cahargan, fram sire eter snfe afta A arent A eh at oh sede fafa sosett # faeces &) Beh aaf—feaal ora: 
waftral & aif 8 Prt ord B1 gorn, AA, areas sire anal snfe sete Fegh feat Eat ara oral A age fore 
eran emaey Eh 1 ter: yet ae we FOr eed nes BA tre are awe wr aie wt ene wee ToT wre A 


AaeA Bade eae Td 3 vida A fred Fae Yaw We Gala wrIgEA Vw wl GrwR Gh oes a 
wee 3 FA ope TT A areas A se a elmer eres BAAR a Res re A or ee Al a eT 
‘often arte wana 8 2 eh feed ead Fria fre Bond org teh eros & oR ees aro 
ger Fre sa A Ro: es ye wr or go tea ha Rea AT 
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ant : We aaa a ater 
elt after a . 


wh. feqar @agt 
wirgerrta, wrarared Sie yorra yaar, sev, Jord 


ay oor, aaa, cae a atte At ae ae ATT 

are raat teat 21 Aa aap A ea ATT 

Brae area ara fader ay, fare ara ere ay 

arr ate adter ea, area are ar ffire ater 

seat Fea eae safere Pe ort a ater" 
eit it arg & arene are era afresh Aaa aE 
srdtan sredtaarét a sa qeiter arena fear at she rer ae 
UT Sa saa was, “ae ae TET TH Se TA Tea, 
arerar a arg fear fore eared wea fre fea eT Bl eT 
wr afer se abi a ato ree oft rare pee aT 
'e ferme arenes cat 1 adh caret are sere TH ea, 
arvana crea oy aferara aft eee aS Tra atts 
Se ae ofa webshot erorar eh @, Pee Te 
safineg Scraper a aT esr TH aT TATA 

vem ae aretta arat Pr aa sree a eT 
Bu, won gear wt Pr nce cara ea a1 efrere TATE, 
eat qeigey Soa, canta, area 3 sath fae 
aftsan inft gt ga avec, roan a afr arent 7 
Sretaarate areca eftara serra Safer ara aaa aT 
arse as aretta arfa a araratt a fete soe aficar far 21 Parra, crfh eat afeeararé, ah 
erat, att ater, aftarars, cet aaa ea, co ea eae aPATTT a 

ecard a heay atrarraetraer 8 ere eee etter eta 8 Fea ae aT TT AT ATCT . 
‘free dtd Fg fe fara fr aft forest enforcer areet sargcoETET el ara: Te eae eT 
fare ora sftarratea Sreorart 81 sore tarracttans & ga ae ft ote dar 2 ot at seer fr 
eine ae avon ar Ate fatter wor ares &, A rete are Ate rer a aT Pafee S ae TT 
seater eT a eal 
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AAA A Vl areat : Ae 


@ safe at furan a aera, 
fea, ag sie age qt a 
caftrrran tis qo arora 
feeores =r one 3 ater 


rare i en oe 3 Few 
em ae, ee recor ef 8 PE 
‘fen wen Bi Te Bae Al GA we TB 
wienftdl ar were, qeReral A Tee, 
‘gota 3 qa she atonst aa anf a1 
Bra aTael 


‘fore are onfa ah gor fee &, ea AAT 


S83 grag at ony ara aia ere, 
ae re rarer fre a rg frre A gfES sera she era tl ears oe Fee a cae TTT ST 
rafrg et xe are aft A gerrrere gfe & ita —errares Bh ward at eer ew ara Pte eh sire ae 
-aeearh—ferctatr frente ma Fate ore Bama she eplagS aR aR Mater OMT Mera eT Bh 
ashe teehee Ate a sa: rect fea eae a ah Aen Hee ae hs ae ETE a 
aR 2A, fry vftea or Herrman ah cera ero, Gerd Tee yes mrPacal Tee A weer aA 
wee er ag, fg er ah AN rT GA A Tor A HFT ste wa ash 3 Arn GAY rT eT ETT 
“ere, wen ete, ey Tea a shear afreeramrT, eo Prat a en SA afta 

dren fear 3 aa het oa ga states Bogor sere Tea SA eR At) TET 
“asa peal are tre ea en fo ETAT Tae Sra em se eaten rare Tel or ET 
ar RT rr SF eT eeTET ATS Fre ary A fr meray oR a ea area Sey 
eat eh ah ste 8 Frere ara 8 oa —oreere ward Be A ora A wer BHI B TATA TEA germ eA a] NA 
edna eral res oh rer en eH aH eae! 

rath Aererrara she geen s A Starch aA oa BSA, orreeTUT’ she ora’ Tela oT A 
ght aera ge A oo srahon wer & are wre “hen! aH wh Sere aH ah fa A Cw Te seco eT 
‘gobs hg EPs a: a Mr TH et MTA eT TT wy GP A te (ES eS) A Pha, TaReTE SATA 
<r ee eaten ar ens site ara gfe Sear fray eat ae eater ger A wh ere 
i sere ores rer sb rere ew aT or we a Te TH THe” aT aT eT 


ae agyy Aa, ae fags Aa 
Was TH wet HY, Het ATT ATT 
ee 
z ar 
fan al oe Sage SA ATT 
mer ae frgaft a 
argyfi Aa. 
arse Rae feat ars vere 
ya fete fora wy, omer Ta WETS 


ae don wa, Ur Gel ET AT 
foe gan wel WY, fren a ate aT 
ag wa a, oe of A fro 
wa tena 8 ne, wel A A aga 


‘ay RIAA, 992g-90 ATA, 2094) 
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with 
RkeSrivastava 


Chairman 
Airports Authority of India 


In a recent Tate-e-tate with RK Srivastava, Chairman, Airport Authority of 
India (AAI), sheds light upon plans for the aviation sector in years to come 


inmmediately after that I came across yourmessage te the scenario, over 3 period of tine, has totally changec. Today 


‘employees of AAI which has been put on Als website, civil avlation seco es sorcarly to the process 
Sir, you will agree that civil aviation in general and economic development 

airports in particular have come out of category of elite ‘As far a India concerned, we are the 9 largest aviation 
class service. Would you like to dell upon this in the market with traffic showing almost double aig growth. The 


light of emphasis you have laid upon service parameters policy inflates and modernization of both aiort a 


in yourmessage? as ANS infasiucture have p) 


me the 


| Ans. inane frst instance, et me aso thank you fort 19 8 new Pian arowin path. Connectivity has 


niiative for this meeting, While | 39% Mantra forthe ov develoment, not any fo 


dsncts and 


about the sector a regards» wa 
rawihandheightin thefeofinfasiucture slates as wellencompassing mare a 


he map of nen nore caichment areas 


development and s nomic mag 


emphass to 25 aipors ir 


we been recently developed and modernized, 
ty ahead 
has further evolved itself to 


Joan pro-active approach 


jalan and demands therebyprov mand 


| in gauging the ene 


of diferent stakeholders in aviation Not resting with this 
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industy and securtyin paricu'st. undertake development ofa 


= 
‘ANJalso provides A Navigation Services across the nation and 
has taken up ANS upgradation for enhancing safety, eciency 
and capacity of the a-space ofthe county 

‘Coming back to your question on proaress over the past 
year, {9 be specific, during the recently concludes financial 
year ie. 2014-15, Air Trafic at Indian airpors has reached to 
180 milion passengers, 160 milion arcraft movements and 
25 milion Metric Tonnes of carga indicating growth of 126 
er cent in pax. 43 per cent inthe alta movernents and 
1100 per cent in carga over the previous yea, Further, during 
the curtent nancial year ftom Apri to Seplember, the growth 
In passenger trafic has further improved to 17 per cent due 
to significant growth of 20 per cent in domestic passenger 
lfc, Growth in acrafe mevernent has also increased to 8 per 
cent, This shows scope for rapid development of civil aviation 
sector in da. With the announcement of draft Gu Aviation 
Policy, last week, the sector is going to be propelled on the 
high growth char. 


@ What are the measures being taken by AAI regarding 
the safety and security at airports? 
‘Ans. Safety and security are the prime concemsafeiviavation 
acibity around the globe and india no exception. Security at 
atpors is governed by the specific provisions of International 
‘Cul Aviation Organization ICAO). Within India, BCAS lays 
down AVSEC norms for secur. AA has enabled all the 
provisians under its domain commensurating with the same. 
Secury at arpors is being looked after by CISF and the 
respective State Police, OSF has been introduced at most 
of the AAls airports. Survey and resurveys ate carried cut in 
coordination with BCAS (Bureau of Civil Aviation Secunty) to 
assess the threat perception at the respective aiports and 
based on that we adopt the security measures The intensity 
fof security and provision of equioment is enhanced as per 
the senstvity ofthe aispore We have provided latest security 
‘equipment, gadgets and infrastructure tothe personnel who 
are dealing with the secunty function wich Includes X-Ray 
‘eaggage machines, Door Frame Metal Detectors, Hand Held 
Metal Detectors supported by CCTV at various ampors. AAI 
has also provided explosive trace detectors and inne X-Ray 
Baggage System at is arports as per need bass 


Q.Whatarethe AAlsplans,interms ofairportconstruction, 
‘upgradation and planned investments over the next 2-3 
years? 

‘Ans. At the outset, er me state that AA has taken allround 
Iniuatives to ensure adequate inrasructure at its airports 
With the rising air trafic, improved facities and services 
for maintaining desied leve) of customer satifaction and 
commercial exploitation for maintaining the growth of the 


organization, we are continuously adding mare and more 
aitpors in the country to meet the expectations of people, 
thereby enhancing wider connectivity. We have plans of 


spending 4-5 lion dollars inthe next seven years, to add the 
new capacity of 70 millon passengers at the Airport. However, 
with the new policy aiming to increase the ticket sale from 
70 m t0 300 rm ger annum, the CAPEX requirement would be 
Iwo and a half times more than whats planned today. Ths, 
however, would be facroredin our revised caliration of supply 
vith demand in diferent fields of Aviacion infrastructure 

Presently Construction of new Terminal Buldings are 
being taken up at Porta, Kishangarh, Pakyona, Hub, 
“Tezu, Wayawada & Belgaum Jn order to meet the objective 
of inclusive growth, AA in Ine with Government objectives, 
plans to enhance Regional and Remote area ait connectivity 
ina time bound manner. Under this AA| has been mandated 
to develop five airports wz. Kishangarh, Belgaum, Hub, 
Jharsuguda and Tezu for which works in progress 

AN will be Taking up the implementation of Arport 
Infasttucture projects on Tumkey/ Design ult model for 
which EOI has been called for empaneiment of PMC To 
bridge the gap between capacity anc demand, expansion and 
Upgradation of Anports are planned at Lucknow, Guwahati, 
eh, Srinagar, Agarala, Trichy, Trivandrum, Por Blair and 
Yuaywada Arpors. Terminal Buiaings at Jammy, Trichy, Pune, 
Calicut and Srinagar are also teing expanded and modified. 
For funher improving regional connectivity, AA staking up 
Joint ventures with State Governments to develop airports in 
the remate areas 


Q.As the Chairman of AAl, what are your top priorities fo 
the sector in the next 12 years? 

‘Ans. The top prioties forthe sector in the next 1-2 years 
‘would be to transform the image of AA! arponts to be the 
most customer fendly axons at eat with anytwhere in the 
lobe We aim to achieve this by augmenting our airports — 
vith stave ofthe art infrastructure, provision of new faciies | 
for air navigation, enhancing safery both in ait and ground, £ 
improving efficiency of air operations in indian at-space, (= 

We plan to make auports selfsustaning commercial | 
fenterprses, by Increasing the non-aeronautical revenue 
(Our endeavour is to make the stakeholders potentialy the 
State Governments panner in our joumey of growth, We 
plan to augment Food and Beverage facies, recal senices, 
intreducemere international and national brands at airports, 
provide Business Lounges thus enhancing the options for the: 
travelling pubicforgreater convenience anda sense ofhospitalty, 

[AAI also plans to extend CUTE (Common User Terminal. | 
Equipment) and CUSS (Comman Use Self-Service) services at 
‘mostoftheaurpors implement Inline bagaage screening with 
selPservice kos, provide PRB (Passenger Boarding Bridges) 
at most of the airports, provide travellers with information 
‘on mobile/ gadgets, improve the amblence atthe alors, 
improve signages fr ease of finding ways in and around the 
port, augment parking facities and provide value added 
‘services ie pod porters and kids entertainment ete. 


